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quality care

Villa St. Francis hopes to become the Catholic choice for long-term care
By Caitlin Thornbrugh
Special to The Leaven

O

LATHE — An onsite dental clinic.
A new director of
nursing.
Alzheimer’s Association
staff training. A resident food committee. These are just
a few of the changes Rodney Whittington Jr. has implemented
during his first three months as the new CEO
of Villa St. Francis here.
The young and energetic new CEO believes one of the Villa’s foremost challenges,
however, is getting the word out to the Catholic community about its services.
He said if he could communicate one thing
to area Catholics, in fact,
70th Anniversary
it would be
that Villa is
Benefit Dinner
working hard
• Friday, Oct. 24
to let people
• Church of the Ascension
know there
Parish hall, 9510 W. 127th
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lic option for
• Social hour — 6 p.m.;
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dinner — 7 p.m.
care, and that
• For tickets and informahe could use
tion, call Gloria Adams at
their help in
(913) 768-4323
spreading the
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“I
know
• Featured performances
that first and
by Driscoll School of Irish
foremost peoDance and violinist Alex
ple are going
Shum of the Kansas City
to
choose
Symphony
us based on
• Silent art auction
the care they
will receive,”
said Whittington. “We do want them to have
the faith and confidence that that piece is in
place.”
“But above and beyond great care is the
Catholic mission,” added Whittington. “We
really do want to be the Catholic choice for
long-term care.”
Whittington goes on to describe the Villa
as “uniquely Catholic.”
“We have nuns that provide nursing care,
which is an amazing element that clearly separates us from other facilities,” said Whittington. “And they’re just great, positive people to
be around. They really make a difference in
our culture here.”
Villa also offers daily Mass and has two
resident priests: Father Bob Burger and Msgr.
Ray Burger.
>> See “CHAPEL” on page 4
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Rodney Whittington Jr. is the new CEO of Villa St. Francis in Olathe — a Catholic, nonprofit, skilled nursing facility sponsored by the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas.

Waiting on a miracle

Patrick and Shannon Watkins were prepared for the worst when
all signs pointed to something seriously wrong with their unborn
child. But when the child, “Talbot,” was born, he was perfectly
healthy. This has been attributed to the intersession of Matt Talbot,
and young Talbot’s birth is being looked at as a miracle. Pages 8-9

Out of the basement

For 50 years, Holy Family Parish in Eudora has made use of its “temporary” church in the basement of the parish school. But on Sept. 14,
the parish broke ground on a new church building that is expected
to open in the fall of 2015. The church will give the parish more worship and classroom space. Page 16
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Life will be victorious

Seminarians’ trip exemplifies culture of encounter

T

his week, I
complete the
trilogy on my
pilgrimage with our
seminarians to Santa
Fe, New Mexico.

One of the impressive
features of Santa Fe is the
town square. In the heart of
Santa Fe is its beautiful cathedral, the oldest government
building in the United States,
several art studios, shops,
restaurants, and green space.
A couple of the days, we
visited different significant
religious sites near the Santa
Fe Plaza. Our seminarians,
who are currently in theology,
wear clergy shirts and those
in the college program wear a
shirt that has the crest for the
Archdiocese of Kansas City
in Kansas. I suppose that so
many young men dressed in
black made an impression on
the locals.
The last day in Santa Fe, a
woman stopped a couple of
our men asking them if they
were part of the group from
Kansas City, Kansas. She
informed them that she had
lived most of her life in the
Archdiocese of Kansas City
in Kansas. About 10 years ago,
she had moved to Santa Fe to
enjoy the beautiful climate.
She wanted our men to know
how much she loved and admired many of our archdiocesan priests. She was excited
to share with them what a
profound impact the ministry
of our Kansas City, Kansas,
priests had made upon her
life.
Our men were deeply
touched and encouraged by
this woman’s affection and
gratitude for the priests of
our archdiocese. They were
impressed by how important it was for this woman to
make them aware of what
a remarkable group of men
they were preparing to join.
We also visited Taos Pueblos, the oldest continuously
inhabited community in the
United States. We had the opportunity to hike the Bandelier National Park as well as
what is popularly called the
Tent Rocks National Monument. We visited some amazing places and celebrated
Mass in some of our nation’s
most historic churches.
The number one highlight

archbishop
Joseph F. Naumann
for me of the pilgrimage was
our visit to the Chimayo
Shrine. Chimayo is a place of
great devotion for many people in the Southwest. Similar
to the curative power associated with Lourdes water,
at Chimayo there is healing
power associated with what
is popularly referred to as the
“holy dirt.” There are many
remarkable miracles attributed to the prayers offered at
this sacred site.
However, what made our
visit to Chimayo so powerful
for me was not its remarkable history nor the many
healings, but our guide. She
described herself as a dedicated pilgrim. At first, I was
not certain what she meant
by that title.
This woman had a successful career as a nuclear
engineer. Several years ago,
she decided to leave her
profession, dispose of her
material possessions, and live
a life completely dependent
on divine providence.
I thought taking a bus from
Kansas City to Santa Fe was

a fairly arduous journey, until
our guide informed us that
on one of her pilgrimages
she walked from St. Louis to
Santa Fe. She made another pilgrimage that began in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, and
concluded at the Basilica
of Our Lady of Guadalupe
in Mexico City. Her most
remarkable pilgrimage began
on the west coast of North
Africa and ended in Jerusalem. She had walked across
the entire breadth of North
Africa through areas of civil
war and intense conflict.
Her purpose for all these
pilgrimages was to share the
joy of the Gospel with all
those she encountered. What
was most striking about her
was her joy. She had forsaken
everything our secular world
considers important and
abandoned herself completely to depending on God’s
providence.
The joy of this very gifted
woman, who had left everything to follow Jesus more
completely with her life, was
very affirming for our seminarians, who are also being
called to abandon everything
to follow Our Lord. Our
guide demonstrated what is
possible for one who possesses nothing materially and yet
has discovered the one thing
necessary for authentic and
enduring joy — Jesus Christ.
Finally, for the vast majority of the pilgrimage we
had the same bus driver, a

young man perhaps in his
early 30s. At the very end of
his time with us, when we
were nearing the place where
he would hand us over to
another driver for the last
leg of our return journey to
Kansas City, he shared with
us that he had been deeply
moved by his time with us.
He had been raised a Baptist.
In his driving career, he had
transported many different
religious groups — Jews as
well as a variety of Protestant
denominations.
With emotion, he told us
that this trip had been special
for him. After being exposed
to our communal prayer and
listening to the sharing of our
seminarians about their faith
experiences, he felt moved
to renew his own faith life.
He called the experience of
sharing this time with us as
life-changing.
After spending the better
part of a week with our seminarians, I can say to you truly
that the future of the Catholic
Church in northeast Kansas is
bright, because of the quality
of the men who will one day
be serving our Archdiocese
as priests. They will continue
the long and storied tradition
of dedication and zeal that
has characterized for more
than a century and a half the
priests of northeast Kansas.
The future looks bright!
I promise this is my last
column on what I did for my
summer vacation!

calendar
archbishop

Naumann
Sept. 26
Donnelly College “Shine”
scholarship dinner — Kansas City Downtown Marriott
Sept. 27
Pastoral visit — Most Pure
Heart of Mary, Topeka
Sept. 28
Installation of Father Jerry
Volz — Prince of Peace,
Olathe
Groundbreaking — Sacred
Heart, Emporia
Sept. 29
Mass — Kansas City Kansas
Community College
Pastoral Council vespers
and meeting — Savior Pastoral Center
Sept. 30
Lawrence Regional priests
meeting — St. Lawrence
Center
Administrative Team meeting
Oct. 1
Curia meeting — Savior
Pastoral Center
Confirmation — St. Patrick,
Osage City and Scranton
Oct. 2
Religious Alliance Against
Pornography conference
call
Oct. 2-3
Jesus Caritas bishops group
and Kansas Catholic Conference and provincial meeting
— Wichita

archbishop

keleher
Sept. 21
Confirmation — Holy Trinity, Paola
Sept. 25
Teaching class — Mundelein Seminary, Chicago
Photo courtesy of Melanie Savner

The highlight of Archbishop Naumann’s recent pilgrimage was a visit to the Chimayo Shrine (above). Chimayo is a
place of great devotion for many people in the Southwest. At Chimayo, there is healing power associated with what is
popularly referred to as the “holy dirt.”

Oct. 2
Teach class at Mundelein
Seminary
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Changes in Hispanic ministry
Father Gianantonio Baggio succeeds Father Livio
By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

K

ANSAS CITY, Kan.
— Barbecue, sports
and other attractions draw plenty of
people to Kansas.
But none of those
features
factored
into the years-long dream that Father
Gianantonio Baggio, CS, has known of
ministering here.
“It has to do with the work,” said Father Gianantonio, the new archdiocesan animator for Hispanic ministry.
That work, specifically, is with immigrants — and it dovetails perfectly
with the missionary focus on migrants
of the Scalabrinian order.
Originally from Italy, Father Gianantonio studied in a seminary in Argentina.
He has served in parishes in several states, plus taken on assignments in
Mexico and Canada.
His interest in Kansas City was
sparked when he went to Rome in 2007
for additional training and preparation
through the Scalabrini International
Migration Institute.
“This is the best place to put into
practice that kind of studies,” he said.
But a position didn’t open up until
now.
So, after earning his master’s in
Rome, Father Gianantonio went first to
Mexico for three years.
He served as the director of Casa del
Migrante in Nuevo Laredo. The shelter
temporarily assists migrants with their
needs in the city near the U.S. border.
“That was a very special experience,” he said. “That gave me a new
perspective on the pastoral work for
migrants.”
After also serving for a couple of
years in Canada, he finally got the news
he’d been hoping for.
He arrived in Kansas City, Kansas,
in August and started settling into his
new role as animator for Hispanic ministry, which is located at Blessed Sacrament Parish.

Strong foundation
Father Gianantonio spent late August and early September getting to
know the Archdiocese of Kansas City
in Kansas under the guidance of Father
Livio Stella, CS, who served as the animator for the office starting in March
2013.
After a sabbatical, Father Livio —
who will be entering “semi-retirement” but will continue to serve — will
be reassigned by his order.
“There’s plenty of work in God’s
vineyard,” he said.
Father Livio came on board when
Father Pat Murphy, CS, who had spent
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Father Gianantonio Baggio, CS, left, takes the reins as animator of Hispanic ministry from Father Livio Stella, CS. Father Gianantonio earned a
master’s degree in Rome before spending three years in Mexico.

“

“[Working in
Mexico] was a
very special experience,” he said. “That
gave me a new perspective on the pastoral work for migrants.”
Father Gianantonio Baggio, CS,
animator of Hispanic ministry
a decade heading up the archdiocesan
Hispanic ministry office, left Kansas
City to serve as director of Casa del
Migrante — a shelter that temporarily
serves migrants and assists with their
needs — in Tijuana, Mexico.
“I am most grateful for the wonderful job Father Livio has done during his
time here in Kansas City,” Archbishop
Joseph F. Naumann told priests in his
announcement of the transition.
He noted that Father Livio “provided calm, caring and dedicated leadership in Hispanic ministry.”
Father Livio considers one of his
key contributions to the archdiocese
to be the relationships he fostered
with priests throughout the archdio-

cese and the people in the Hispanic
community.
He regularly shared information
that parishes could use in their bulletins to keep people informed about
things that were happening through
the Hispanic ministry office.
The office encourages members
of the Hispanic community to engage
in the life of their parishes and works
with parishes to provide a number of
services and programs.
Those include quinceañera retreats,
marriage preparation, small faith communities, and sessions to assist the
people who train others in their parishes for roles such as lectors, ministers of
Communion, altar servers and ushers.

Looking forward
Father Livio believes some of the
challenges his successor will take on
include making an impact on not only
first-generation immigrants, but also
determining how to help a second
generation and beyond of U.S.-born
Catholics of Hispanic descent fit into
their faith communities.
“I’ve always said [that] in civil society, integration is much easier than in
the church,” said Father Livio.
Another goal that lies ahead is to
work out a Spanish-speaking diacon-
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ate program or track in the current
program.
Sister Maria Orozco, SCL, has
worked with the office on a part-time
basis for years, while serving in a catechetical role at Holy Cross Parish in
Overland Park and Our Lady of Unity
in Kansas City, Kansas.
She is this year taking on more of
a full-time role in the three-person
office, which includes the animator,
an administrative assistant, and Sister Maria, who, as pastoral assistant,
works with a number of programs.
In her work, Sister Maria has seen a
greater need for counseling in Spanish
and hopes to work with Father Gianantonio to bring that, and other positive changes, about.
While his full name is difficult for
Americans to pronounce, Father Gianantonio goes by his nickname —
“Father Johnny” in English or “Father
Yani” in Spanish.
And while his official role is with
the Hispanic community, Father Gianantonio hopes to work with everyone
to create an intercultural environment
that is welcoming and accepting.
“Like we say in Spanish, the corazon (the heart) is the most important
thing,” he said.
“We are here for the people,” said
Sister Maria, picking up on Father
Johnny’s thought. “We are here from
the heart.”
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Rollout calls for forming ‘digital disciples’
By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

Always something new

K

ANSAS CITY, Kan. — Maybe you remember the movie
“Tron” or its sequel “Tron: Legacy,” in which humans left the
real world and entered a virtual world.
Those two movies demonstrated
the old thinking: Real world and virtual
world — two separate things.
Not any more. Every time you receive
a tweet, check your email, visit a blog or
peruse Facebook, you are living with a
foot in both worlds.
Pope Francis, the “Tweeting Pontiff,”
is there. And he gets it. The church needs
to be a player in the digital world.
“Guided by the Holy Spirit, we will
discover valuable opportunities to lead
people to the luminous face of the Lord,”
said Pope Francis during the 26th Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council
for the Laity. “Among the possibilities
offered by digital communication, the
most important is the proclamation of
the Gospel.”
The Internet and other technology
alone are not enough, he continued.
“This, however, does not mean that
the church’s presence online is useless,”
the pope said. “On the contrary, it is essential to be present, always in an evangelical way, in what, for many, especially
young people, has become a sort of living
environment; to awaken the irrepressible
questions of the heart about the meaning
of existence; and to show the way that
leads to him who is the answer, the divine mercy made flesh, the Lord Jesus.”
To make this happen locally, the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas sponsored the event “Forming Digital Disciples: Using New Media to Create a True
Encounter with Christ.”
The event, facilitated by MyCatholic
Voice founder and CEO Fred Fosnacht,
took place at Savior Pastoral Center in
Kansas City, Kansas, on Sept. 9. His company services the archdiocesan Digital
Media Center.

MyCatholicVoice provides a resource librarian for the archdiocesan Digital Media Center, who adds
new content every week according
to the seasons and feast days of the
liturgical calendar.
Not only are new publishers being
added, but also local events. What
this means is that there is a plethora
of resources to choose from for directors of religious education, RCIA
programs and catechists.

Connect, explore, engage
Leaven photo by Joe Bollig

Fred Fosnacht, founder and CEO of MyCatholicVoice, facilitated the “Forming Digital Disciples: Using New Media to Create a True Encounter with Christ” event Sept. 9 at Savior Pastoral Center.
“Forming Digital Disciples,” attended by chancery and other archdiocesan
staff, was the first in a number of training
sessions to be made available to people
in leadership and ministry roles throughout the archdiocese.
“We have a responsibility to carry out
the great commission [of Christ] to go
and spread the Gospel to all the corners
of the world and to share the teachings
of Christ and his church,” said Fosnacht,
“and to do it in a way most suitable for
our modern world, to use the most effective techniques of our day.”
The event and subsequent training
opportunities, a part of what Fosnacht
calls the “New Media Rollout,” are an effort to advance the pastoral priorities of
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, and to
help archdiocesan Catholics use social
media and the new archdiocesan Digital
Media Center.
The rollout, which will take place
from September through December, has
two “tracks,” said Fosnacht.
“We have two tracks for training,” he
said. “One is focused on teaching church

leadership how to use the tools of the
digital environment — particularly the
Digital Media Center — for evangelization and catechesis.”
“The other track,” he continued, “is
for the people in the pews — to just make
them aware of what the Digital Media
Center is so they can use it for their own
personal lives and ministry.”
The first track will make use of “webinars” (conferences that link people
in scattered locations via the Internet),
meetings, live-streaming training and
one-on-one sessions.
The second track, with the theme
“Preparing for Advent,” will feature
weekly kits sent to parishes in November, pulpit announcements, parish bulletin articles and inserts.
“What we are focusing on are those
techniques that are part of the digital environment, where people spend a great
deal of their time, and where they meet
and encounter others in relationships,”
said Fosnacht.
Ultimately, the rollout is meant to
form “digital disciples.”

Chapel is ‘focal point’ of building, mission
>> Continued from page 1

‘Brutal’ market
In the fall of 2013, new enrollment
at Villa — a Catholic, nonprofit, skilled
nursing facility sponsored by the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas — started declining. And while Villa has always
had a high standard of care, there were
personnel, census and budget problems
that needed to be addressed.
Jerry Ney, a Holy Spirit, Overland
Park, parishioner and former CEO of
St. Joseph Care Center, was brought in.
With his consulting firm, Ney Business
Consulting, Inc., he started orchestrating
a turnaround and selecting new leadership.
Though Ney describes the nursing
home industry as both “brutal” and
“demanding,” he said Whittington has
already started “making capital improvements and program changes to
stay competitive in the Johnson County
market.”
Whittington’s background in the industry and considerable experience
turning around other struggling facilities made him the right person for the
job, said Ney.
As well as having an entrepreneurial
spirit, said Ney, Whittington “has a com-

fortable demeanor that puts staff, residents and vendors at ease.”
Board member Dan Church also described Whittington as personable, with
a “very stable and calm presence.”
Whittington earned a bachelor’s degree in life sciences and gerontology
with an emphasis in long-term health
care administration from Kansas State
University, after which he went on to
work in numerous facilities throughout
Kansas, including ones in Topeka, Liberal, Coffeyville and Russell. He successfully turned around several of those that
were failing.
“I do enjoy . . . making an organization
healthier than when I got there,” said
Whittington.
With the help of director of finance
Larry Nelson, and the support of the
board of directors, Whittington says he
has been able to make “good decisions
rapidly” at Villa St. Francis. This includes utilizing a different pharmacy, a
new laboratory and therapy equipment
provider, as well as purchasing some
equipment Villa was previously paying a
rental fee for each month.
But at the heart of Villa’s past and future is its Catholic identity.
“Rodney has a commitment to seeing
that Catholic sacraments and Catholic
traditions will be supported at Villa,”
said Ney.

Whittington sees the chapel, dedicated in 2013, as the “focal point of our
building and our mission.”
“A lot of facilities will have a chapel,
but it’s kind of an afterthought or a room
that’s been counterfeited to be a chapel,”
said Whittington. “Here we literally did
an expansion to add a beautiful chapel.”
An event hoping to spearhead this
goal is coming up next month. In honor
of Villa’s 70th anniversary, a benefit dinner and auction is being held at Church
of the Ascension on Oct. 24.
There will be a prime rib and salmon
dinner, prepared by Knights of Columbus Council 10932, as well as performances by the Driscoll School of Irish
Dance and violinist Alex Shum of the
Kansas City Symphony.
“We are in a unique time of our history,” said Whittington. Villa is seeing a
rise in admissions, “but we still have to
continue. We’re just a few months into
this. We’ve got a lot of work to do.”
Whittington is not intimidated by the
challenges ahead. He described great
support from both the board of directors
and his staff.
“I think it takes time for improvements to become tangible,” he said.
“It’s like planting a garden, I guess.
We’ve prepared the soil, planted the
seeds, we’re watering it every day.
We’ll experience the growth soon.”

• Connect: The Digital Media
Center serves as an integral tool to
enable a more frequent and dynamic encounter with Christ and the
Catholic Church for all seekers.
• Explore: The Digital Media Center extends the reach and influence
of archdiocesan and parish ministries by providing a resource for
safe online access to relevant multimedia content to enhance existing
communication channels.
• Engage: The Digital Media Center encourages the formation of
“digital disciples” among ministry
leaders and parishioners using new
media for evangelization and catechesis.

“There isn’t a difference between a
digital disciple and any other type of disciple,” said Fosnacht. “There is only one
disciple — those who follow the teachings of Jesus.”
“The expression ‘digital disciple’ is
intended to recognize that, increasingly,
those who follow Jesus spend their time
in a digital environment,” he continued. “So the church needs to be present
through our digital disciples in this environment.”

Appointments
Father John A. Riley, chancellor, announces the following appointments
made by Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, effective Aug. 1.
Father Michael Scully, OFM Cap.,
from pastor of St. John the Evangelist
Parish, Lawrence, to priest in residence
at St. Conrad Friary, Lawrence, providing sacramental assistance to St. John
the Evangelist and Washburn Catholic
Campus Center, Topeka.
Father Jeffrey Ernst, OFM Cap.,
from parochial vicar of St. John the
Evangelist Parish, Lawrence, to pastor.
Father Barnabas Eichor, OFM Cap.,
from service outside the archdiocese to
parochial vicar of St. John the Evangelist Parish, Lawrence (effective July 1).

Our Lady of Guadalupe
presentation set for Oct. 3
ATCHISON — Msgr. Eduardo Chávez
Sánchez, postulator for the cause of St.
Juan Diego and a canon of the Basilica
of Guadalupe in Mexico City, will give
a presentation on Our Lady of Guadalupe on Oct. 3 at 7 p.m. in the McAllister
Board Room of Ferrell Academic Center
on the Benedictine campus here, located at 1020 N. Second St. The event is
free and open to the public.
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Me, a deacon? Archdiocese now recruiting
By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

K

ANSAS CITY, Kan. — For every man who ever wondered,
here’s a chance to answer that
question: Do I have what it
takes to be a permanent deacon?
The archdiocesan office of the permanent diaconate will offer a series of
information nights this fall at six different locations across the archdiocese.
Registration is not necessary — just
show up.
All men and their wives, if they are
married, are invited to attend. Don’t expect to fill out an application just yet,
however.
“The information night is the first
stage where people learn more about
what the diaconate is and, in general,
what it means in the archdiocese,” said
Leon Suprenant, pastoral associate for
administration in the permanent diaconate office.
“That’s where we begin our relationship with the guys, who are then invited
to go further,” he continued. “They’re
given discernment materials and are
connected with a deacon couple that
comes to visit them. At some point in
early 2015, we’ll begin a more formal application process.”
The six information nights are being
held at different locations in the archdiocese to encourage more men from the
urban core, rural areas and small towns
to apply. Until now, most applicants have
come from Topeka and Johnson County.
Additionally, the archdiocese is
hoping more Hispanic men will apply.
Spanish language translators will be
available for at least the first two information nights.
“If it is in your mind and heart, it
may be placed there by God,” said Mike
Moffitt, a member of St. Paul Parish in
Olathe, currently in formation for the
permanent diaconate.
“Discernment involves gathering information, asking questions and pray-

ing,” he continued. “Attending these
information meetings, applying for the
program and the first year of aspirancy
are all part of the discernment process.
Do not be afraid to discern God’s will.”
The aspirants who begin the process
of study, formation and discernment
will be the third cohort (or group) of
permanent deacons in the history of
the archdiocese. The first cohort was
formed in February 2006, and 17 men
were ordained on April 9, 2011.
Deacon Tim McEvoy was the first
permanent deacon to receive faculties
to serve in an archdiocesan parish, on
June 1, 2006. He was ordained on May
6, 1995, for the Diocese of Jefferson City,
Missouri.
The second cohort, which will be ordained in 2017, is beginning its third year.
“The call for a third cohort reflects
the vision and plan to have a more regular cycle of permanent deacon formation leading to ordination,” said Suprenant. “What this would result in is a
three-year cycle of ordination. The cohort formed in 2015 would be ordained
in 2020.”
The three-year cycle would permit
some cohorts to share formation and
study events, and forge a sense of camaraderie among the aspirants and candidates, said Suprenant.
For information, call (913) 647-0358;
send an email to: diaconate@archkck.
org; or visit the website at: www.arch
kck.org/deacons.
The permanent deacon information
nights and locations are below. All sessions begin at 7 p.m.
• Oct. 6: Blessed Sacrament Parish,
Kansas City, Kansas
• Oct. 15: Prince of Peace Parish,
Olathe
• Oct. 23: Most Pure Heart of Mary
Parish, Topeka
• Oct. 28: Holy Trinity, Paola
• Nov. 5, Sts. Peter and Paul Parish,
Seneca
• Nov. 10, Sacred Heart Parish, Emporia

You might be a deacon candidate if . . .

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

K

ANSAS CITY, Kan. — Maybe
someone has said to you, “Did
you ever think about becoming a deacon?” Or maybe, that
thought has occurred to you more than
once.
So what do you do with it?
“What I’d tell them is to seriously
pray about it and look at their attitude
toward service,” said Marcos Navarro,
a member of Good Shepherd Parish in
Shawnee and currently in formation for
the permanent diaconate.
“He should ask himself if this is his
calling — is it what he wants to do,”
Navarro continued. “This is not something that should be taken lightly, because it’s a commitment. I’d equate it
to getting married.”
Brad Sloan, a member of Mother
Teresa of Calcutta Parish in Topeka,
recommended listening to the Holy
Spirit.
“One thing which all Christians
should practice is keeping hearts and
minds open to the promptings of the
Holy Spirit,” said Sloan, also in formation for the permanent diaconate.
“If you’ve been thinking about the
permanent diaconate as a calling or
even have slight interest, I believe that
is the quiet voice of the Holy Spirit
prompting you,” he said. “Our duty is to
go where the Holy Spirit leads. It may
or may not be as a permanent deacon,
but we won’t know that unless we are
willing to follow him and see where he
leads us.”
Discerning a vocation to the permanent diaconate isn’t simply a matter of
attending one information night and
filling out an application. It takes time.
“Discernment isn’t a single event,”
said Mike Moffitt, a member of St.
Paul Parish in Olathe and in formation
for the permanent diaconate. “It will

occur over a five-year period, possibly
even up to the date of one’s ordination.
Just because you are taking these first
steps doesn’t necessarily mean you are
being called or will be ordained. Again,
just be open to God’s will and ask the
Holy Spirit to guide you.”
Two things deacon candidates
stress over and over is prayer and
talking with others.
“Talk to people you trust who are
like-minded in your spiritual journey,
like your spiritual director, your priest
and your wife, if you’re married,” said
Sloan. “The discernment process involves others and is not something
only you determine. And pray!”
The most important people men
need to consult are their wives and
children.
“I would start with asking one’s wife
if she feels you are being called to the
diaconate,” said Moffitt. “I would then
ask if she feels a similar call to be the
wife of a deacon and to possibly assist
in that ministry.”
“The couple should also ask whether this is the right time in their lives for
the training,” he continued. “Ask, ‘Are
we in a good developmental stage? Are
we at the point in our lives when we are
in control of our time, not controlled by
our roles and commitments?’ Explore
how your role as an aspirant, candidate
and permanent deacon could impact
each family member both positively
and negatively.”
There will be doubts, of course, but
it is normal for men to ask, “Do I have
what it takes to be a permanent deacon?”
“Remember that God qualifies the
called as he did with Peter,” said Sloan.
“He doesn’t call you because you are
already qualified. It is not by our own
merits that we gain anything from him.
Grace is a gift for our sake that flows
from his love for us.”

Nine Boy Scouts from Troop 181 sponsored by Holy Trinity Parish, Lenexa, were honored on Aug. 17 for achieving
the rank of Eagle Scout. Pictured are, front row: Jeffrey Berning, Alexander Brisimitzakis, Timothy Brill, Drew Lemmon, and Nicholas Kurland; back row: Caleb Brinkman, Andrew Bierbaum, Joseph Roszel, and Mark Petrie. For his
Eagle project, Berning planned and led the construction of picnic tables for the Deaf Cultural Center in Olathe, and
Brisimitzakis planned and led a beautification program at St. Dionysios Greek Orthodox Christian Church in Overland Park. Brill’s Eagle Project was a food drive to benefit Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas. He organized
volunteers to distribute paper grocery sacks door-to-door and collected over 250 bags of nonperishables and toiletry items. For his Eagle project, Lemmon raised money and led a team that helped him build two state-of-the-art
picnic tables for Holy Cross School in Overland Park, and Kurland planned and led a campsite refurbishing project
at Shawnee Mission Park. Brinckman’s Eagle project consisted of constructing permanent storage shelves in the
attic of Holy Trinity Church, Lenexa, for all the CYO football gear. For his Eagle project, Bierbaum organized volunteers to assist in constructing picnic tables for the 3 & 2 Baseball Club of Johnson County so patrons can use the
tables at the concession areas. Roszel designed, planned and constructed two 5- by 16-foot paver brick walkways
on the islands of the west side parking lot at St. James Academy in Lenexa as his Eagle project. For his project,
Petrie renovated Campsite A at Shawnee Mission Park.
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6 local news
Camille (Sieracki) and Phil “Larry”
Neidhart, members of Christ the
King Parish, Kansas City, Kansas,
celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary on Aug.
1. The couple was
married on Aug.
1, 1964, at Our
Lady of Divine
Grace
Church,
Dearborn, Michigan. Their children and their spouses are:
Patty Neidhart, Kansas City, Missouri;
Stephanie and Scott Spandet, Lenexa; and
Jeremy and Nicole Neidhart, Jacksonville,
Florida. They also have six grandsons.
Cletus and Ann (Lierz) Haverkamp,
members of St.
Patrick Church,
Corning, will celebrate their 65th
wedding anniversary on Sept. 28
with an 8 a.m.
Mass,
followed
by a family dinner
hosted by their
children. The couple was married
on Sept. 20, 1949,
at Annunciation Church, Frankfort. Their
children and their spouses are: Danny (deceased) and Connie Haverkamp; Mary Ann
and Harold Brokamp; Dorothy and Harry
Taylor; Cleta Haverkamp; Monica and Mike
Shaughnessy; Gary and Diane Haverkamp;
Vernon and Sue Haverkamp; Galen Haverkamp; and Sharon Haverkamp. They also
have 24 grandchildren, two step-grandchildren and 42 great-grandchildren.
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Mary Jo and Phil Doherty, members
of Church of the
Ascension, Overland Park, will
celebrate
their
50th wedding anniversary with a
weekend at Prairie Star Ranch
with family and
friends Oct. 3-5.
Msgr. Tom Tank
will celebrate an
anniversary Mass
on Oct. 4 at the ranch, followed by a dinner and reception. Family and friends will
be invited to spend the night at the ranch.
The couple was married on Sept. 26, 1964,
at St. Patrick Church in Kansas City, Kansas, by Father Carl Zawacki. Their children
are Jeff Doherty and Stacy Judy. They also
have five grandchildren.
Joan (Harris) and Dennis Sackett,
members of St.
Pius X Parish,
Mission, will celebrate their 60th
wedding
anniversary on Oct.
4 with a family dinner at the
Hereford House
in
Shawnee.
The couple was
married on Oct.
2, 1954, at Our
Lady of Good Counsel Church in Kansas
City, Missouri, by Msgr. J.J. Downey. Their
children are: Mark Sackett, Mike Sackett,
Mary Reffett, and Matt Sackett. They also
have five grandchildren.

Corinne (Joy) and Albert Lord, members of Queen of
the Holy Rosary
Parish, Overland
Park, will celebrate their 70th
wedding anniversary on Sept. 29.
Their children and
their spouses are:
A. Mark and Kathleen Lord; Marilyn
and Steve Laird;
and Sandy and Jim
Bolles. They also have eight grandchildren
(one deceased) and 5 great-grandchildren.

Anniversary policy

• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th notices.
• Announcements are due eight days before
the desired publication date.
• Announcements must be typed.
• They are for parishioners of Catholic parishes
in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, or
for those who have resided in the archdiocese
for a significant period of time.
Include the following Information:
• The couple’s names
• their parish
• the date they were married
• church and city where they were married
• what they are doing to celebrate
• date of the celebration
• names of children (if desired)
• number of grandchildren and great-grandchildren;
Photo specifications:
• Emailed photos need to be at least 200 dpi.
• Mailed photos can be any size.
• If you would like your photo returned, include
a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: anniversaries; or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.com.

‘Date Night’ expands
KANSAS CITY, Kan. — The School
of Love’s monthly event for Catholic married couples, “Date Night,” is
moving to the Plaza and expanding
to welcome couples from the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph to
join those from the Archdiocese of
Kansas City in Kansas.
“Date Night” has expanded over
the last two years to the point where
it is moving from Johnson County to
the Plaza’s Grand Street Café where
it will become a citywide marriage
event, “KC Date Night.” At 6:30-7:30
p.m. on Oct. 2, and the first Thursday evening of every month, the
event starts couples’ dates for them
in Grand Street’s private event space
with a happy hour and a brief talk on
faith, marriage and family. Then the
event sends couples away to finish
their date and have a discussion at
home or on the town.
School of Love’s mission is to
deepen Catholic marriages both in
faith and in love, by offering them
ongoing formation programs and
material. These are all geared to develop couples and their children in
their spiritual lives, their intellectual
lives, and their relationships. In its
first three years, School of Love has
provided ongoing classes, events,
spiritual direction, and at-home
materials to well over 1,000 people
from 40-plus parishes in engagement, marriage and family life.
For more information, visit its
website at: www.schooloflovekc.
com.
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Survivors of Albania’s dictatorship give
witness, move pope to tears
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

T

IRANA,
Albania
(CNS)
— Two survivors of Albania’s communist crackdown
against the church brought
Pope Francis to tears with their stories
during a vespers service in Tirana’s cathedral Sept. 21.
“To hear a martyr talk about his own
martyrdom is intense,” the pope told
journalists on the papal plane back to
Rome the same evening. “I think all of
us there were moved, all of us.”
Franciscan Father Ernest Simoni, 84,
talked about his life as a priest under
a militant atheist regime that targeted
people of every faith — Christian and
Muslim — between 1944 and 1991. Despite the risks of torture, imprisonment
and execution, people held onto their
beliefs as best they could, praying and
passing on their traditions underground.
Father Simoni said his religious superiors were shot dead and the military
drafted him in an effort to “make me
disappear. I spent two years there, years
that were worse than any prison.”
He managed to be ordained a priest
in 1956, on the feast of Divine Mercy. But
the worse was yet to come when the regime, which was set to become the first
atheist nation in the world, intensified
its war against religion in the 1960s.
On Christmas Eve 1963, the priest was
arrested while celebrating Mass and was
sentenced to death by firing squad. He
was beaten, placed for three months in
solitary confinement under “inhumane”
conditions, then tortured because he refused to denounce the church.
He was eventually freed, but later arrested again and sent to a prison camp,
where he was forced to work in a mine
for 18 years and then 10 more years in
sewage canals.

CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano via EPA

Pope Francis embraces Franciscan Father Ernest Simoni during a visit to Tirana, Albania,
Sept. 21. Pope Francis wept when he heard
the testimony of Father Simoni, 84, who for 28
years was imprisoned, tortured and sentenced
to forced labor for refusing to speak out against
the Catholic Church as his captors wanted.
All the time he was imprisoned, he
said, he celebrated Mass from memory
in Latin, heard confessions and distributed Communion to other prisoners —
all clandestinely. When the regime collapsed in 1991, he returned to ministry
by serving isolated mountain villages,
urging Christians caught up in a cycle
of revenge to let go of their hatred and
embrace God’s love.
When the priest finished his testimony, he approached the pope, who
extended his arms to embrace him. But
the priest dropped to his knees to kiss
the pope’s ring. Standing together, the
two men embraced warmly. Moved to
tears, the pope removed his glasses and
the men briefly rested their foreheads
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against each other.
Stigmatine Sister Marije Kaleta, 85,
spoke next about being a novice during
the regime and secretly baptizing “everyone who came to my door,” but only
after making sure they weren’t spies
who wanted to turn her in to authorities.
One day, while walking along a road,
a mother carrying her child ran up to
her, asking her to baptize the infant.
Sister Kaleta was hesitant because
the woman’s husband was a communist
and she worried it might be a trap. So
she told the mother it wasn’t possible
because she didn’t have the things necessary for baptism.
The mother appeared desperate, and
even though they were in the middle
of a road, she pointed to a nearby ditch
saying that’s where they could get the
water.
Still unsure, the Sister said she had
nothing with which to pour the water
over the child’s head.
“But she insisted that I baptize her
child. So, seeing her faith, I took off my
shoe, since it was made of plastic, and I
took the water from the canal with that
and baptized the child,” she said.
Thanks to a number of priests who
also worked clandestinely, “I had the
good fortune of having the Blessed Sacrament,” which she kept hidden in bed
sheets to secretly administer to people
who were ill or dying.
The pope said he had had no idea
how much the people of Albania had
suffered for their faith, until two months
earlier when he started preparing for his
trip.
He said he was moved to see Tirana’s main boulevard lined with banners
bearing black-and-white photographs of
dozens of Catholics killed by the regime.
Their cause for canonization as martyrs
of the faith is being considered.
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Pope names panel to
streamline annulment process
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Two weeks before
the start of an extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the family, the Vatican announced
the formation of a special commission to
reform the process of granting marriage annulments. The new body’s work will address
what Pope Francis has identified as a key
challenge in the “pastoral care of marriage.”
The pope told reporters in July 2013: “There
is the legal problem of marriage nullity, this
has to be reviewed, because ecclesiastical
tribunals are not sufficient for this.” Pope
Francis related the problem of annulments
to the situation of divorced and civilly remarried Catholics, whose predicament he said
exemplifies a general need for mercy in the
church today. According to church teaching,
such Catholics may not receive Communion
unless they obtain an annulment of their
first, sacramental, marriage or abstain from
sexual relations, living with their new partners as “brother and sister.”

Bishop Cupich named new
archbishop of Chicago
CHICAGO (CNS) — The Archdiocese of
Chicago now knows who will succeed Cardinal Francis E. George. Pope Francis has appointed Bishop Blase J. Cupich of Spokane,
Washington, as the ninth archbishop of
Chicago. The appointment was announced
Sept. 20 in Washington by Archbishop Carlo
Maria Vigano, apostolic nuncio to the United
States. Cardinal George is 77, two years past
the age when bishops are required by canon
law to turn in their resignation to the pope.
He retains the office of archbishop until his
successor’s installation. The cardinal was
first diagnosed with bladder cancer in 2006
and had a recurrence of cancer in 2012. His
health concerns stepped up the process of
searching for his successor as archbishop of
Chicago. Cardinal George introduced Archbishop Cupich (pronounced “Soo-pich”)
during a news conference held in Chicago
the day the appointment was announced.
“Bishop Cupich is well prepared for his new
responsibilities and brings to them a deep
faith, a quick intelligence, personal commitment and varied pastoral experiences,” Cardinal George said.
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The
making of a
miracle

Talbot Watkins wasn’t supposed to be a
healthy little boy. In fact, all medical evidence
pointed to something seriously wrong. But a
possible miracle changed the boy’s fate.

O

Story by Joe Bollig

VERLAND
PARK
—
Other than
the fact they
have six kids,
there’s nothing out of
the ordinary
about
the
Patrick and

Shannon Watkins family.
They live in an ordinary city, in an ordinary house, raising an ordinary family.
Ordinary — other than the fact that
their youngest son, Talbot Joseph Watkins,
is alive today because of a possible miracle.
And that possible miracle may lead to
the beatification of the 20th-century Irish
ascetic Matt Talbot.
The circumstances of the birth
of little Talbot one year ago are so
extraordinary that the vice postulator for the cause of canonization of the Venerable Matt Talbot
traveled from Ireland this August
to meet the family and gather information.
The case has caused some excitement among those devoted to
Matt Talbot, an unskilled laborer
who died on a Dublin street on the
way to Mass on June 7, 1925.
Talbot, who just celebrated his first
birthday on Aug. 10, is oblivious to all this.
He is, after all, an ordinary one-year-old.
“He does everything normal babies do,”
said Shannon Watkins. “He doesn’t want to
be put down sometimes when I’m trying to
get the house clean.”
“He’ll get mad and throw a fit when he
wants a toy,” she continued. “How interest-

ing it is that this baby is so normal.”
And yet . . .

Call him Talbot
“Twice in my life have I known what
God has wanted of me,” said Shannon.
“Once was to marry my husband, and the
other was to name [my son] Talbot. It was
very clear he was supposed to be named
that.”
About four months before Talbot was
born, Patrick and Shannon were attending a relative’s baby shower in Lincoln,
Nebraska, when they drove past the Matt
Talbot Kitchen and Outreach.
Shannon had heard of Matt Talbot be-

sickness. She was a couple of days overdue,
so her doctor called her in for a sonogram
and a non-stress test.
“At that point, my doctor was not expecting anything out of the ordinary,” said
Shannon.
The fetal heart monitor indicated the
child wasn’t moving around very much.
Later, the doctor called. She wanted to
induce labor, because the tests indicated
some “chromosomal abnormalities,” loops
in the bowels and the presence of large
amounts of meconium. Later, they learned
the doctor suspected Down syndrome and
cystic fibrosis.
“I met with my birth team and we decided we’d wait and see if I’d go into labor
naturally,” said Shannon. “An induction can
lead to complications, and we knew we’d
be dealing with a sick baby.”
For a week previously, she had gone into
start/stop labor. Her doula (a nonmedical
person who assists a woman during childbirth) told her sister to be prepared because this kind of labor usually indicates
something is wrong with the baby.
“She didn’t tell me this, of course,” said
Shannon.
The doctor sent the sonogram to some
specialists and they concurred
with Shannon’s obstetrician.
“I was a little nervous, but I
grabbed upon the vague reassurances that [the doctor] gave that
there might not be a problem or it
would not necessarily be the worst
case,” said Patrick. “I was listening
to any potential positives and just
grabbing onto them.”
But Shannon knew, from her
experiences as a paralegal, that
their doctor was just trying to
calm them.
“I knew exactly what she was getting at,
and that they don’t bring up these possibilities unless they are pretty sure that something’s wrong,” she said.

“The doctor was stunned.
Doctors aren’t allowed to use
the ‘m’ word. But she did say
that the baby’s condition was
‘medically inexplicable.’”
fore, and Patrick might have — he isn’t
sure. Neither had any particular devotion
to Venerable Matt Talbot, who is a model
for people recovering from addiction to alcohol, drugs and other things. Each of their
children has an Irish name, and this one for
their sixth seemed to be inspired.
The time drew close for Talbot’s birth.
It had been a fairly easy pregnancy for
Shannon, with none of the usual morning

Meeting a miracle
It was only three days from the time

The vice postulator
When he was 13 or 14 years old, Father Brian Lawless found a
book about Matt Talbot in a Dublin library.
“I was fascinated by what I read,” he said. “At the end of it, it gave
contact details for the vice postulator at the time, and I decided I
would contact him and invite him to come to the parish to give a
presentation on the life of Matt Talbot.”
One problem. He forgot to tell his pastor.
“You know the old saying,” said Father Lawless, pastor of St. Agatha Parish in Dublin. “Sometimes, it’s easier to apologize than to
ask for permission.”
Fortunately, he was able to get things straightened out with his
pastor and the presentation was a great success.
Thirty years later, the archbishop of Dublin asked Father Lawless
to become vice postulator for that very cause.
Most of his travels are to Ireland and the United Kingdom, but he has
traveled elsewhere. There’s a lot of interest worldwide in Matt Talbot.
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Patrick and Shannon Watkins relax with their children (from left) Talbot, 1; Becket, 3; Dymphna, 11; Malachi, 12; Declan, 8 and Eamonn, 6. When they learned before Talbot was born that he might be very sick, they prayed for his health and the safety of Shannon
through the intercession of Matt Talbot, a poor laborer in Dublin who died in 1925. Talbot, an inspiration for alcoholics and those suffering other addictions, could be beatified if the circumstances surrounding the child’s birth are deemed a miracle.
they had some indication something
might be wrong with the baby until the
actual birth. But during that time, Shannon’s sister Katherine Fulks, an Olathe
resident, mobilized a prayer chain. Since
the child’s name would be Talbot, she
asked everyone to pray for the intercession of Matt Talbot.
There was a lot more staff in the delivery room for this child than for her
previous ones, remembers Shannon.
And unlike the previous births, this one
was easy.
Anxiously, Shannon asked about the
baby.
There were no bowel loops. There
was no meconium. No Down syndrome.
The Apgar scores were good.
Everything was normal. Ordinary.
Good. No health problems — not even

The archbishop of Dublin opened the informative process for the
beatification of Matt Talbot in 1931. He was declared “venerable” by
Pope Paul VI in 1973.
The information Father Lawless gathered about Talbot J. Watkins
will be forwarded to the postulator in Rome.
Next, the postulator could ask Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann to
begin an inquiry and verification of the alleged cure. After this, the
verification would be sent to the postulator, who would send it to the
Congregation for the Canonization of Saints. If there is agreement
that there is cause for beatification, the cause is sent to the pope,
who makes the decision for beatification.
“I believe Matt has been chosen by God; an ordinary man, to be
an extraordinary example of holiness,” he said, “a person in recovery from addiction to inspire and encourage [others] — particularly
those suffering from addiction.
“Matt himself would say, ‘If I can do it, so can you . . . with the
grace from God.’”

the tendency toward lazy eye, which
runs in the family.
The doctor was stunned. Doctors aren’t allowed to use the “m” word. But
she did say that the baby’s condition was
“medically inexplicable.”
The doctor was so struck by the
healthy birth, in fact, that she urged
Shannon and Fulks to “tell someone
about this.”
When they asked her the baby’s
name, Shannon blurted out without any
thought or consultation with Patrick,
“Talbot Joseph.”
She didn’t know that “Joseph” was the
name Matt Talbot took when he became
a Third Order Franciscan.
Shannon did some research on the Internet and sent a message to Father Brian Lawless, pastor of St. Agatha Church

in Dublin. He is the vice postulator for
the cause of Matt Talbot and reports
directly to Rome.
“I expected to get a nice little pat on
the head and be told, ‘That’s great for
you that you think a miracle happened,
but we’re looking for a real miracle,’”
said Shannon.
To their surprise, the Watkins were
taken very seriously. An email correspondence ensued and Father Lawless
came to Overland Park this past August
— coincidentally, the day after Talbot Joseph Watkins’ first birthday.
Sometimes, they ask themselves why
— why they should be so favored with a
miracle. (They’re not shy about calling
it that.) They know it’s not because they
are such a holy family, and this is humbling.

“I’ve definitely asked myself that,”
said Patrick. “We know people who, in
the last year, wanted and needed a miracle and the worst case scenario happened for their baby.”
“One thing that makes sense of it is
something Father Lawless talked about,”
he continued. “It’s Matt Talbot’s time. In
order for his cause to go through the process, there has to be this verifiable event.
There might be miracles happening all
over the place thanks to his intercession,
but if they aren’t reported, no one knows
about them.”
This is the age of many addictions, so
the world needs Matt Talbot more than
ever. The Watkins hope that this miracle
will make Matt Talbot’s cause known far
and wide, and will culminate in his canonization.

Matt Talbot, his life
Matt Talbot was born on May 2, 1856, to a poor family that
lived in the slums of Dublin. He was the second of 12 children.
The family practiced the Catholic faith, but his father and
most of his brothers were alcoholics.
When Talbot was 12, he left school and went to work for a
wine merchant, where the older workers encouraged him to
drink. Later, he continued his drinking when he began working
in whiskey shops. Eventually, all his earnings went to purchase
alcohol. He became lax and indifferent in his faith.
One evening in 1884, at age 28, Talbot hit bottom. He was
broke and not one of his friends would buy alcohol for him. He
went home to his family and announced he was taking a pledge
of abstinence.
Talbot kept that pledge for the rest of his life, but only by
relying on frequent prayer, the sacrament of reconciliation, frequent reception of the Eucharist and severe penances — which

Prayer for the canonization
of Venerable Matt Talbot
Lord, in your servant Matt Talbot, you
have given us a wonderful example of triumph over addiction, of devotion to duty,
and of lifelong reverence of
the Holy Sacrament. May
his life of prayer and penance give us courage to
take up our crosses and
follow in the footsteps
of Our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. Father, if
it be your will that your
beloved servant should be
glorified by your church, make known by
your heavenly favors the power he enjoys
in your sight. We ask this through the same
Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.

included wearing small chains under his clothes and sleeping on
a plank. He never married, but lived a monk-like life of prayer,
penance and charity.
Eventually, Talbot found work as a common laborer in a lumberyard. He was noted for his hard work and honesty. He was
walking to Mass when he collapsed and died on Granby Lane in
Dublin on June 7, 1925.
Talbot was obscure and known only by a small circle of
friends while he was alive and might have disappeared into history if not for people who began to write about him. Very soon
he developed a following and, in 1931, the archbishop of Dublin
began an inquiry into claims of Talbot’s alleged holiness.
Talbot is especially revered by those with addictions to alcohol and other substances.
He was declared venerable in 1975. A verified miracle is required for his beatification. An additional miracle is required for
canonization. In 1972, his body was moved to a tomb in Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish, Dublin.

12 classifieds
Employment
Superintendent of schools - The Diocese of Jefferson City,
Missouri, is seeking a spirit-filled, innovative and collaborative leader for the position of superintendent of Catholic
schools. The superintendent serves as the chief school administrator for the diocese’s 37 Catholic grade schools and 3
high schools, providing assistance to pastors, principals and
local school advisory boards. Applicant must be a practicing
Roman Catholic in good standing. Candidate must have a
minimum of a master’s degree in school administration and
5–7 years of experience in Catholic school leadership, preferably with experience beyond the Jefferson City Diocese,
and familiarity with multicultural settings. Spanish language
proficiency helpful. Candidate must have a record of proven
leadership ability and accomplishment, with a thorough understanding of the nature and purpose of Catholic schools
and teaching mission of the Catholic Church. Candidates
shall submit: letter of interest, including a brief statement
of their vision of Catholic school education; current curriculum vitae or resume; and four professional references, with
background and contact information. All applications will
be considered highly confidential. Detailed job description
is available online at: www.diojeffcity.org. Send applications
to: Sister Kathleen Wegman, SSND, Chancellor, Diocese of
Jefferson City, P.O. Box 104900, Jefferson City, MO 651104900. Email: chancellor@diojeffcity.org. Application deadline in Nov. 1. Anticipated start date is July 2, 2015.
Principal - Helias High School, a coeducational school of
700 students in the Diocese of Jefferson City, Missouri, is
accepting applications for the position of principal. Minimal
qualifications: Enthusiastically practicing Catholic who values the distinct mission of Catholic education; a proficient
and organized administrator with strong skills in the area
of faculty development and evaluation, curriculum development and implementation, and the use of technology in education. Missouri administrator’s certificate (or in process),
and 5 years teaching experience. Preferred qualifications
(in addition to the minimum listed above): At least 2 years
administrative experience; master’s degree in educational
administration. The principal of Helias High School works
under the direction of the president of the school and
oversees the other members of the school’s administrative
team. As the chief academic officer of the school, the principal provides leadership for faculty and students and assures
the orderly functioning of the school. Applications are being
accepted through Nov. 7. Send cover letter and resume to:
Father Stephen W. Jones, Helias Catholic High School, 1305
Swifts Hwy., Jefferson City, MO 65109.
Facility maintenance technician - Bishop Miege High
School has an immediate opening for a facility maintenance technician to perform general building maintenance and repairs. HVAC, plumbing and electrical knowledge; ability to lift 60 lbs; vehicle and valid driver’s license
required. High school diploma or GED and 2 years’ experience preferred. Full benefits. Send resume to Mariann
Jaksa, 5041 Reinhardt Dr., Shawnee Mission, KS 66205 or
send an email to: mjaksa@bishopmiege.com.
Music minister/assistant youth minister - This is a fulltime position of leadership charged with integrating relevant music into all aspects of youth ministry, assisting in
the continued implementation of the Life Teen model of
youth ministry. The music minister/assistant youth minister will join a team that includes a full-time coordinator of
youth ministry, responsible for junior high, and a full-time
high school youth minister. Responsibilities will include
leading worship and organizing and rehearsing the band for
the Sunday night youth Mass; additional work will involve
coordinating and implementing music into other aspects
of the youth ministry and assisting with the planning and
implementation of our programs. Our Life Teen ministry
was started in 2001 with our center in the youth Mass and
relational ministry. Our year-round ministry includes weekly
youth Mass, weekly Sunday night Life Nights/junior high
sessions, prayer/worship gatherings, annual retreats and
more. Send an email with letter and resume to: kwalters@
htslenexa.org, or mail to: Kris Walters, 9150 Pflumm Rd.,
Lenexa, KS 66215.
Youth minister - Holy Trinity Church, Lenexa, a vibrant parish of 2700+ families, is seeking a proactive and enthusiastic
youth minister to lead our senior or junior high youth ministry. You will be joining a committed team of 2 youth ministers and over 30 core volunteers. Given the type of work we
do, you will design and lead small/large weekly gatherings;
train and motivate diverse volunteer teams; coordinate retreats, events and trips; develop relationships with students
and work somewhat eclectic hours. We pay competitively,
we’re good to work with, and we have a bunch of fun with all
we do. If creative ideas are common, you have a passion for
Christ and his church, you’re willing to be a part of a parish
ministry team, and have a love for the hearts of teenagers,
this might be the right fit. College degree required and experience/theological credentials are a big bonus. Send an
email with letter and resume to: kwalters@htslenexa.org or
by mail to: Kris Walters, 9150 Pflumm Rd., Lenexa, KS 66215.
Choir director and organist - The Cathedral of St. Peter,
Kansas City, Kansas, is seeking an organist to direct and accompany an established adult SATB choir for Sunday Mass,
special archdiocesan Masses and weekly rehearsals on a
3-manual/25-rank Moeller pipe organ. Knowledge of Catholic liturgy required. See job description from employment
tab online at: www.cathedralkck.org. Send letter of interest,
resume and references by email to: mtraffis@cathedralkck.
org.
Customer service - A full-service printing company and
supplier of promotional products. The position available
provides general administrative support to our company’s
president, office manager, customer service department
and sales team. This position often serves as the first contact to many of our customers. We welcome applicants
who are highly energetic, detail-oriented and innovative.
This position is open to full time or part time, with competitive wages. Please send resume by email to: paul@
bestgraphicsinc.com.
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Director of liturgy and music - St. Mark the Evangelist
Parish, an active, vibrant parish community of over 2,500
families in Independence, Missouri, is seeking a director of
liturgy and music to facilitate quality worship experiences
that celebrate and strengthen the members’ faith journey.
Five Masses are celebrated each weekend, including one in
Spanish. The director is responsible for a range of ministries
including prayer leadership, volunteer recruitment and support, musical decisions and direction of vocal and handbell
choirs, accompanist responsibilities, art and environment
direction, and administration functions in a collaborative
staff environment. Qualifications: Must be a practicing
Catholic in good standing; knowledge, experience and an
appreciation for Catholic liturgy as envisioned in Vatican
II required; bachelor’s degree in theology, liturgy, pastoral
studies, music or equivalent program of study required;
must have keyboard proficiency and musical directing
skills; master’s degree in above fields, previous experience
in a similar role, supervisory experience and ability to speak
Spanish helpful. Employment is contingent upon successful
completion of post-offer background check, completion of
ethics and integrity in ministry (EIM) document, and attendance at a Virtus Protecting God’s Children program at the
first available opportunity. Send resume and cover letter including salary requirements to: Liturgy Director Search, St.
Mark Catholic Church, 3736 S. Lee’s Summit Rd., Independence, MO 64055. Fax: (816) 373-3816. Email: glaplante@
stmarksparish.com. Please apply by Oct. 10.
Business Manager - Visitation Parish seeks a qualified
individual to oversee or perform all parish financial, human
resource, facilities management and other administrative
duties. Responsibilities include financial planning and coordination of budget process, bookkeeping functions, cash
flow management and financial reporting; management
of payroll and benefit programs; supervision of office and
maintenance staff; oversight of building/campus cleaning
and maintenance, and of office technology. Qualifications
include a bachelor degree and 3 - 5 years experience in
management, leadership and organizational responsibilities; proficiency in Microsoft Office, knowledge of Catholic
parish organization and ability to work with parish leadership teams. Qualified and interested parties send cover letter and resume by email to: search@church.visitation.org or
to Search, 5141 Main St., Kansas City, MO 64112.
Sales professionals - We respect your many years of experience; we value and need your wisdom. We only ask if
you are “coachable”? If so, Catholic Cemeteries of Northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our Johnson,
Shawnee and Wyandotte County area cemeteries. An excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission is legitimate
income potential for the ﬁrst year. Training allowance your
ﬁrst 30 days, then draw + commission with bonus opportunities. Med, life, dental, optical, prescription, 401(k) plans,
etc., are some of the many perks our employees receive. Excellent opportunities for women and men interested in sales
career and in helping people. Advancement opportunities
are available for hard-working and focused individuals. Must
be willing to work some evenings and weekends when our
client families are available to see us in their homes. Once
you learn our formula for success, your schedule is determined by you. Please email your resume and contact information to: rcarr@cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.
Financial representatives - Due to the success and growth
of the Knights of Columbus, we are adding a financial representative in the Kansas City metro, Topeka, and Garnett
- Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high energy, high
expectation, professional, self-disciplined, independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn a better-than-average income. We provide top-rated financial products to
our members and their families and will provide excellent
benefits and training. Please contact John A. Mahon, general agent, for more information or an interview by sending
an email to: john.mahon@kofc.org, by phone at (785) 4088806 or at 1275 Topeka Blvd., Topeka, KS 66612.

Services
Got a PC virus? Error messages?
Affordable, quick, reliable IT Service. Call, text, or email.
Matt Karlin (816) 876-6619
mattcomputerfix@gmail.com. Sacred Heart Parish
Estate sale services - Downsizing, moving, have a loved
one that has passed away? Let Vintage Monkey Estate
Sales help. We are a full service estate sale company here
to help you take the next step in your life. We will take over
and create an experience that is easy, quick and hassle-free.
Call Marcelle Bruck at (913) 707-9238 for a free in-home
consultation. Member of Curé of Ars Parish.
House and office cleaning - Honest, reliable; reasonable
rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. Parishioner of
Good Shepherd Church. References available. Call (913)
544-6982.
Need to exercise, but, don’t know how? Call me to
relieve stress, improve endurance, posture, balance,
flexibility, reduce fatigue, lower blood pressure, improve
self-image, self-esteem, provide greater mental focusing
skills, give greater peace of mind and ability to relax! Call
Angela today. Certified health and personal trainer over 17
years experience; at your home or mine. (913) 558-7759
For QuickBooks Help
Call Ann Evans
(913) 406-9778
Member of Curé of Ars Parish
CLUTTER GETTING YOU DOWN? Organize, fix, assemble,
install! “Kevin Of All Trades” your professional organizer and
“HONEY-DO-LIST” specialist. Call today for a free consultation at (913) 271-5055. Insured. References. Visit our website at: www.KOATINDUSTRIES.com.
Electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and
south KC metro. Call Pat at (913) 963-9896.

Piano lessons
“LITTLE MOZART STUDIO”
Motivating, positive, and caring teacher.
All children excel quickly.
Taking new students for fall semester.
Call (913) 912-1957
Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. Brick, block
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-generation
bricklayer. Member of St. Paul Parish, Olathe. Call (913) 8294336.
Mike Hammer local moving - A full-service mover. Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage container
load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too small. Serving
JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, parishioner. Call Mike
at (913) 927-4347 or send an email to: mike@mikehammer
moving.com.
Cleaning lady - Reasonable rates; references provided. Call
(913) 940-2959.
Housecleaning - Old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- ping,
etc. A thorough and consistent job every time. References
from customers I’ve served for over 17 years. Call Sharon at
(816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 (mobile). Serving
the 913 area code area.
Quilted Memories - Your Kansas City Longarm Shop Nolting Longarm Machines, quilting supplies and machine
quilting services. We specialize in memorial quilts - Custom
designed memory quilts from your T-shirt collections, photos, baby clothes, college memorabilia, etc., neckties etc.
For information or to schedule a free consultation, call (913)
649-2704. Visit the website at: www.quiltedmemoriesllc.
com.
Junkyard Dawg garage, yard and debris cleanup.
Call Josh for an estimate for cleaning and hauling away at
(913) 314-0171 and let’s get ’er done!
Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming you,
seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call (913)
422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or visit the
website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. We moved! Come
check out our new office in Lenexa.
Professional window cleaning - Residential only. Insured
and bonded. Over 40 years experience. Free estimates. Contact Gene Jackson at (913) 593-1495.
Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour,
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace broken
springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry and patio doors, and more. Over 32 years of experience. Call (913)
227-4902.
Agua Fina Irrigation and Landscape
The one-stop location for your project!
Landscape and irrigation design,
installation and maintenance.
Cleanup and grading services
It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn
renovations with mention of this ad.
Visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661
Tim the Handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage disposals, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling
repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter
cleaning. Call (913) 526-1844.
Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. Free
consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. Cristofer
Estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. www.
GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Home Improvement
House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal.
Power washing, fences, decks.
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates.
Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.
DRC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.
Windows - Doors - Decks – Siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your problems. Choose us for any window, door, siding or deck project
and you’ll be glad you did.
Everything is guaranteed 100%
(913) 461-4052 www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com
Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 days.
Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 962-5058.
Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.
Helping Hand Handy Man - Home maintenance chores
available by the hour. Special rate for senior and singleparent households. Electrical, painting, wood refinishing,
deck repair, yard work, shelving and organizing. Most home
problems and needs solved. Member of Prince of Peace,
Olathe. Call Mark Coleman at (913) 526-4490.
NELSON CREATIONS L.L.C.
Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all interior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 25
years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial and
residential. Kirk and Diane Nelson.
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net
Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full line
of home remodeling services. Don’t move — remodel! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 709-8401.

EL SOL Y LA TIERRA
*Commercial & residential
* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling
* Dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design
* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!
Call Lupe at (816) 252-3376
Heating and cooling repair and replacement - Call Joe
with JB Design and Service. Licensed and insured with 20
years experience. Member of Divine Mercy Parish. Call Joe
at (913) 915-6887.
Adept Home Improvements
Where quality still counts!
Basement finishing,
Kitchens and baths,
Electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998
Local handyman and lawn care - Mowing, painting, wood
rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, Honey-Do
List, HVAC and windows. FREE estimates. Member of Holy
Angels Parish, Basehor. Call Billy at (913) 927-4118.
STA (Sure Thing Always) Home Repair - Basement finish,
bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window glazing.
Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-1835. Email:
smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of Holy Trinity, Lenexa.
The Drywall Doctor, Inc. - A unique solution to your drywall
problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall damage —
from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs and
skim coating. We provide professional, timely repairs and
leave the job site clean! Lead-certified and insured! Serving
the metro since 1997. Call (913) 768-6655.
Swalms Organizing and Downsizing Service - Reducing
Clutter - Enjoy an Organized Home! Basement, garage,
attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized! Belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or taken for
recycling, trash bagged. For before and after photos, visit:
www.swalmsorganizing.com. Over 20 years of organizing
experience; insured. Call Tillar at (913) 375-9115.
Home improvements - Thank you to all my customers for
being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver transplant. If
there is new work or warranty work, please don’t hesitate to
call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, exterior painting
and wood rot. There is no job too big or too small. Call Joshua Doherty at (913) 709-7230.

Caregiving
Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companionship, care management, and transportation to the elderly
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities.
We also provide respite care for main caregivers needing
some personal time. Call Daughters & Company at (913)
341-2500 and speak with Laurie, Debbie or Gary.
Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. Our
unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% client
satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families we have
assisted. We are family-owned, with offices in Lenexa and
Lawrence. Call Benefits of Home - Senior Care, Lenexa:
(913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 727-1816 or www.bene
fitsofhome.com.
Caregiving - Caring, responsible 43-year-old Catholic woman looking to care for your loved one. 15 years experience;
excellent references. I treat my clients with care, respect
and love, and find working in this field very rewarding. Flexible hours available, and nights and weekends. If interested,
please call Kara at (913) 909-6659.
Caregiver - Nursing/companion. I can provide the medical
care and household management experience. Live-in considered. Nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experience.
Call (913) 579-5276.
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September

October

The Catholic Career Roundtable
Job Club (CCR), with meetings
located at the Good Shepherd
Parish, 12800 W. 75th St., Shawnee, will host its monthly employer panel
round table on Sept. 27 from 8:30 - 10 a.m.
Representatives of companies currently
seeking qualified employees will present
their company culture and opportunities.
An informal meeting is held every other
Saturday of the month at the same time
period. These meetings are designed to
discuss the fundamentals of career transition, identify target companies, and celebrate wins. For more information, send
an email to: catholiccareerroundtable@
gmail.com, or call (816) 582-1809.

All women of the archdiocese are
invited to the Day of Boundless
Joy on Oct. 4 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at Prince of Peace Parish, 16000
W. 143rd, Olathe. Edward Mulholland from
Benedictine College will speak on Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation, “The Joy of the
Gospel.” The cost to attend is $25, which
includes a continental breakfast and lunch.
Register online at: www.eventbrite.com;
search for “Day of Boundless Joy.”

27

Holy Family Church, 274 Orchard St., Kansas City, Kansas, will host its 6th annual
Slovenefest on Sept. 27. The celebration
begins with Mass at 4 p.m., followed by
festivities from 5 - 10 p.m. at Monsignor
Mejak Hall, gym, and school grounds, located at 513 Ohio, Kansas City, Kansas.
There will be music and dancing featuring the Brian McCarty Band and Hrvatski
Obicaj, an authentic Slovenian dinner, silent auction, a raffle, and games. For more
information, contact the church office at
(913) 371-1561, Richard Schutte at (913)
669-3677, or send an email to: holyfamily
churchkck.com.
St. John the Baptist Church, 427
S. Prairie, Greeley, will host its annual bazaar on Sept. 28 from 11
a.m. - 2 p.m. Turkey, ham and all
the trimmings will be served. The cost to
attend is $9 for adults; $6 for children.
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The gospel choir of Our Lady & St. Rose
Parish, 2300 N. 8th St., Kansas City, Kansas, will host its 9th annual concert on
Sept. 28 at 3 p.m.
“What I Have Learned about the Spiritual Life from Being Blind” is the topic
of a public lecture to be held Sept. 28 at
7 p.m. at Church of the Ascension, 9510
W. 127th St., Overland Park. Father Larry
Gillick, SJ, will be the presenter. He is the
director of the Deglman Center for Ignatian Spirituality at Creighton. There is no
cost to attend. For more information, send
an email to: info@ignatiancenterkc.org.
Shepherds of Hope, a new program of Good Shepherd Parish,
12800 W. 75th St., Shawnee, will
hold its kickoff meeting on Sept.
29 at 7 p.m. in the school library. The
program will educate and support individuals, family and friends affected by mental illness. All are welcome. To RSVP, call
the parish’s caring ministry at (913) 5635304.
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The new location of the monthly pro-life
Mass will be Church of the Nativity, 3800
W. 119th St., Leawood. Mass will be held on
Oct. 4 at 8:15 a.m. After Mass, attendees will
pray the rosary at the Planned Parenthood
abortion clinic at 4401 W. 109th St., Overland Park.
Come walk in the footsteps of Francis on
Oct. 4 from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at the Sophia
Spirituality Center, 751 S. 8th St., Atchison.
Spend this day with talks, prayer, and a DVD
to gain insight into Pope Francis’ model for
ministry. The retreat will be conducted by
Sister Sheila Carroll, OSB, spiritual director
and a member of the Sophia staff. For more
information or to register, call (913) 360-6151
or visit Sophia Spirituality Center’s website
at: www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.
St. Pius X Church, 5500 Woodson Rd., Mission, will host its Oktoberfest on Oct. 4 from
5:30 - 10 p.m. The cost to attend is $15 for
adults; $5 for children. Dinner will be served
from 5:45 - 8 p.m. and includes homemade
German food. The Alpen Spielers Band will
play from 7 - 10 p.m. Ticket price includes
dinner, band and dance. For more information, contact Marisa Bade at (913) 244-5732
or send an email to: marisabade@yahoo.
com. To make a table reservation for eight,
contact the parish office at (913) 432-4808
by Oct. 1.
St. Paul Parish, Olathe, will host its fall festival on Oct. 4. There will be a vendor fair in
the gym from 2 - 4:45 p.m. and from 6 - 8
p.m. Mass will be at 5 p.m., followed by food,
beer and wine in the gym. The carnival will
be from 6 - 8:30 p.m. Tickets can be purchased at the event or in advance by calling
the school office at (913) 764-0619.
St. Theresa Church, 209 3rd St.,
Perry, will host its annual fall bazaar
on Oct 5. A turkey and ham dinner
with homemade pie will be served
in the parish hall from 11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Carryout dinners will be available. The cost
of the meal is $8 for adults; $4 for children.
There will be a silent auction, cakewalk,
baked goods, a country store, bingo, and
games for kids.
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St. Mary - St. Anthony Church, 615 N. 7th

St., will host an afternoon of bingo and fun
on Oct. 5 starting at 2 p.m. in Bishop Forst
Hall. The cost to attend is $5, which includes
a bingo card, desserts, popcorn and coffee.
Beer and soda will be available for purchase.
For more information or to volunteer to help,
contact Carol Shomin at (913) 897-4833 or
the rectory office at (913) 371-1408.
St. Boniface Church, Scipio, will host its
annual fall bazaar on Oct. 5 from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. in the parish hall. A roast beef dinner
with all the trimmings will be served. The
cost to attend is: $9 for adults; $5 for children ages 5 - 10; and free for children age 4
and under. Carryout dinners will be available
for $10. Call the St. Boniface rectory at (785)
835-6112.
Come, pray and eat with the Benedictine Sisters, learn about Bene9-12 dictine spirituality and enter into
your own deeper spirit from Oct. 9
- 12. This retreat will be conducted by Sister
Judith Sutera, OSB. For more information or
to register, call (913) 360-6151 or visit Sophia Spirituality Center’s website at: www.
sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.
Hayden High School class of 1964
will hold its 50th class reunion on
10-12 Oct. 10-12 in Topeka. For further information, contact Marilyn Harkin
Heideman at (785) 286-1300 or send an
email to: gmheide@cox.net.
The Curé of Ars Singles will host
their annual harvest moon dance
on Oct. 11 from 7:30 - 11:30 p.m. in
the school cafeteria at 9401 Mission Rd., Leawood. The cost to attend is $15
at the door, which includes meat hors d’oeuvres, desserts, wine, beer, soda, and bottled
water. Lighted parking is behind the school.
For more information, call (913) 631-6873.
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In celebration of the feast of Our Lady of
Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary Church,
7023 W. 71st St., Overland Park, will host a
special time of prayer at noon on Oct. 11.
A rosary procession will be concluded with
consecration to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary and Benediction.
St. Mary Church, Purcell, 446 Hwy.
137 (Lancaster), will host a pancake luncheon on Oct. 12 from 11
a.m. - 1 p.m. The cost to attend is a
freewill donation.
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Sacred Heart Parish, 1100 West St., Tonganoxie, will host its annual turkey dinner
and bazaar on Oct. 12. Dinner will be served
from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Carryouts will be available until 2:30 p.m. The cost to attend is: $9
for adults; $5 for children ages 3 - 12; and
free for children age 2 and under. There will
also be a country store, bingo, raffles and
children’s games.

“We are a locally owned family funeral home.
We are not restricted by out of town
corporate policies. Our commitment is to the
families we serve.”

Branson getaway - Walk-in condo on Pointe Royale Golf
Course. Sleeps 6. Close to lakes and entertainment. Fully
furnished. Pool and hot tub available. No cleaning fee.
Nightly and weekly rates. Discounts available. Call (913)
515-3044.

St. Bede Church, Kelly, will host its annual soup supper on Oct. 12 from 4 - 7 p.m.
There will be a country store, and an auction
of homemade quilts and many other items.
The cost to attend is a freewill donation.
Games will be from 5 - 8 p.m., and the auction will begin at 8 p.m.

>> Continued from page 12

for RENT
For rent - Beautiful 3 BR, 1.5 BA Overland Park location. Call
Brad at (913) 544-8275.

for sale
For sale - At Resurrection Cemetery, two easements in
mausoleum. Today’s selling price is $12,000; offering this
space for $9,000. Contact A. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.
For sale - A sale of sacred art, statues big and small from
churches, rosaries. A collector of 18 years. Antiques also.
Christmas is around the corner. Bless your home with peace
and joy. Oct. 4 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 1545 N. 85th Pl., Kansas
City, Kansas 66112. Call Anne at (913) 299-3808.
Max’s rosaries - Custom-made locally for all occasions –
first Communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. Rosary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs.
Member of the Church of the Ascension, Overland Park. Call
(913) 400-3236.
Residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. Member of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. Call Silver
Cross KC at (913) 327-5557.

REAL ESTATE
Wanted to buy: I NEED HOUSES! I buy them as is, with no
repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t want. We
buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. All sales are
cash with no strings attached. Please call Mark Edmondson
at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish member.
For sale - 4 - 8 acres. Ranchette. 3 BR, 1.5 BA, 2-car garage,
beautiful country living. St. Paul, Kansas. $130,000. Call
Burchwood Real Estate now! (620) 724-8627 or (620) 2380202. Jerry Church, broker.
For sale - Pristine 1.5 story, 4 BR, 3.5 BA home located within Holy Cross Parish. 2,100 square feet; finished, beautiful
hardwoods and fresh paint throughout! $229,500. Call Debbie at (913) 558-8011. Sledd Fleet Team, Keller Williams.
For sale - 5 BR, 4-1/2 BA beauty located two blocks from St.
Thomas Aquinas High School. Has been totally remodeled
with fresh paint inside and out, new granite countertops
and new stainless steel appliances. New flooring with hardwoods, tile and carpet throughout. Two utility areas — one
on second floor and one in basement. Also new roof, drive,
landscaping, lighting and hardware. Call Wayne at (913)
710-5820.

MISCELLANEOUS
Our Lady of Hope. Catholics with an Anglican and Methodist heritage. Formal and friendly. Visitors welcome. Mass
Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 5814 Euclid,
Kansas City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father Ernie Davis. Dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more information,
send an email to: frernie3@gmail.com or call (816) 7296776.

Concrete Work

Any type of repair and new work
Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

wanted to buy
Will buy firearms and related accessories - One or a
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid.
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred Heart
Parish, Shawnee.
ANTIQUES WANTED - I buy older wrist- and pocket watches, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards and
photographs, Babe Ruth autographs, pharmaceutical drug
store soda fountain and military items. Call (913) 642-8269
or (913) 593-7507.

Funeral home • crematory • Memorial chapels
10901 Johnson Drive
Shawnee, Kansas 66203
Telephone 913-631-5566
Fax 913-631-2236

Wanted to buy - Lionel trains. Call (913) 485-6700.
Wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters,
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints,
pottery, sterling, china dinnerware.
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179.
St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

>> Continued on page 13

Gregg Amos

www.amosfamily.com

Call Toll Free 888-246-1504
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Sept. 28
TWENTY-sixth SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Ez 18: 25-28
Ps 125: 4-9
Phil 2: 1-11
Mt 21: 28-32
Sept. 29
MICHAEL, GABRIEL, AND
RAPHAEL, ARCHANGELS
Dn 7: 9-10, 13-14
Ps 138: 1-5
Jn 1: 47-51
Sept. 30
Jerome, priest, doctor of the church
Jb 3: 1-3, 11-17, 20-23
Ps 88: 2-8
Lk 9: 51-56
Oct. 1
Thérèse of the Child Jesus, virgin, doctor
Jb 9: 1-12, 14-16
Ps 88: 10-15
Lk 9: 57-62
Oct. 2
The Holy Guardian Angels
Jb 19: 21-27
Ps 27: 7-9c, 13-14
Mt 18: 1-5, 10
Oct. 3
Jb 38: 1, 12-21; 40: 3-5
Ps 139: 1-3, 7-10, 13-14b
Lk 10: 13-16
Oct. 4
Francis of Assisi, religious
Jb 42: 1-3, 5-6, 12-17
Ps 119: 66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130
Lk 10: 17-24
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do whatever he tells you

mark my words

twenty-sixth WEEK in ordinary time

I

Shhh, let’s keep this from Pope Francis

’m expecting a call from
Pope Francis in the next
few days. Quite frankly,
I’m not looking forward

to it.
You see, about a week
ago, I got a new car. And
I suspect from things the
pope said back on July 6,
2013, that I’ve caused him
some pain.
“It hurts me when I see
a priest or a nun with the
latest model car,” he said. “A
car is necessary to do a lot
of work, but please, choose
a more humble one. If you
like a fancy one, just think
about how many children
are dying of hunger in the
world.”
When that dreaded call
from Pope Francis comes, I
hope that I’ll be able to ease
his heart a little by making
the following points.
First, I haven’t had a new
car in seven years. Since the
number 7 in the Scriptures
signifies “completeness,” I
thought it was time to buy a
new car.
Second, I make sure that
I’m a good steward of the
vehicle by driving attentive-

Father
Mark Goldasich
Father Mark Goldasich is the pastor of
Sacred Heart Parish in Tonganoxie. He
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.
ly and maintaining the car’s
mechanical health. (What
I’ve not been so good about
is keeping the interior of the
car clean and clutter-free.)
Third, I’ve never bought a
car as a status symbol. This
new car, being a 2014, is also
definitely not the “latest
model” — after all, there
were 2015s available. (Being
a Jesuit himself, I hope the
pope will appreciate my
Jesuitical thinking on this
point.)
Fourth, I tried to be
frugal, buying the car at the
end of the model year when
the price is more affordable.
Lastly, it’s a Honda. May-

be the pope will be swayed
by a 2013 article entitled, “In
the Land of Boring, Honda is
King.” While this car might
not fall under the category
of “humble” exactly, it’s not
what I would call fancy.
What I like so much
about this pope is that he
makes me think and reflect
— not only about the great
mysteries of God, but about
what my ordinary life (like
the car I drive) says about
my faith. Pope Francis challenges me to live a simpler
life and, in doing so, to assist
others in the world to have a
better life.
When I cleaned out my
old Honda, I was stunned to
see all of the stuff that had
accumulated in the interior,
under the seats, in the glove
box and in the trunk. Yes,
my car had become a mobile
junkyard. I uncovered things
that I’d forgotten I even
owned. And I thought about
those hungry kids in the
world that the pope mentioned.
My clean car is a pleasure, and I’m committed to
keeping it orderly. I intend

to take to heart the delightful story of author Philip
Yancey about a man who
went to a monastery for a
few days to step away from
his busy life.
“I hope your stay is a
blessed one,” said the monk
who met this visitor at the
monastery door and led him
to his room. “And, if you
need anything at all, please
don’t hesitate to ask . . . and
we’ll teach you how to live
without it!”
Now that it’s autumn,
perhaps we all need to take
a look at those “buried
treasures” that might be
clogging up our cars and let
those items that we don’t
use or need or want “fall”
into the hands of people
who could make good use of
them. It truly is a revelation
to realize what we can live
without.
Incidentally, if the above
arguments for my new car
don’t convince the pope,
he’ll be pleased to know that
I’ve now begun to make regular, generous donations to
charities that feed the hungry children in the world.

In the beginning

Jesus’ death challenged Jewish concept of sin

S

ometimes, the sense
of belonging to the
group can grow so
strong that it overwhelms the sense of individual responsibility.
Students in high school
might identify so closely
with their peers that they
do nearly anything to fit in.
Members of a fraternal organization also feel pressure to
go along with the crowd.
Pushed to the extreme,
this tendency can lead to
mob violence. On the other
hand, a strong sense of
cohesiveness can enable a
group to work together, to
overcome enormous obstacles, in order to accomplish
wonderful things.
Sunday’s first reading,
Ez 18:25-28, points us in the
opposite direction. It stresses individual responsibility,
instead of relying upon the
group. Virtue will result in
life. Sin will result in death.
But this will play out on an
individual basis. Just belong-

Pope francis
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Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of
Holy Cross Parish in Overland Park and
has a degree in Scripture from Harvard
University.
ing to the group will not
suffice.
Ezekiel was prophesying
during the time of the Exile.
With their land gone, with
the Temple in Jerusalem
destroyed, the people of
Israel had lost much of what
had held them together as a
nation. So, what remained to
mark them as an Israelite?
It was their faith in God and
their willingness to keep the
commandments of God.
The experience of the
Exile pushed the observance
of the Law to the forefront

When will people ever learn that war is madness and conflicts are only resolved by forgiveness,
Pope Francis asked. The pope said it is believed
that more than 8 million soldiers and 7 million civilians died during World War I — a four-year-long
conflict that began 100 years ago. The number of
so many lost lives “lets us see how much war is
insanity,” Pope Francis said after praying the An-

in the minds of the people.
Ezekiel builds upon that
newfound emphasis in his
discussion of individual
responsibility. After all, it is
the individual who decides
either to obey, or to disobey,
the law of God:
“When someone virtuous
turns away from virtue to
commit iniquity and dies,
it is because of the iniquity
that he has committed that
he must die. But if he turns
from the wickedness he has
committed and does what is
right and just, he shall preserve his life.”
We might note that Ezekiel’s prophecy assumes that
life comes as a reward from
God, while death comes as a
punishment from God. This
belief that misfortune in this
life constitutes a punishment
from God continued on into
the time of Jesus. That is
why Jesus was asked, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born
blind?” (Jn 9:2)

gelus with those gathered in St. Peter’s Square
Sept. 14, the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross. “When will we learn this lesson?” he asked,
telling people to look at the crucified Christ “to
understand that hatred and evil are defeated with
forgiveness and good, and to understand that responding with war only augments evil and death.”
The pope’s remarks came the day after a morning
visit to Italy’s largest war memorial — Redipuglia, a town in northeast Italy near the border with

Jesus answers that the
man’s misfortune does
not mean that either he or
his parents sinned. God’s
punishments and rewards
may not arrive until the
next life.
The disconnect between
reward and virtue, punishment and sin, becomes even
sharper when Jesus is crucified. Jesus, the just one, was
put to death. He received
a punishment he did not
deserve.
The early Christians recognized that this was difficult for many to accept: “But
we proclaim Christ crucified,
a stumbling block to Jews
and foolishness to Gentiles,
but to those who are called,
Jews and Greeks alike, Christ
the power of God and the
wisdom of God” (1 Cor 1:23).
St. Paul calls us to accept
the mystery of God’s plan in
faith. We must decide.
And once again, it is a
matter of personal responsibility.

Slovenia. The memorial, made of enormous stone
steps leading to three bronze crosses, pays homage to more than 100,000 Italian soldiers, while a
nearby military cemetery is the final resting place
for some 15,000 Austro-Hungarian soldiers — all
of whom lost their lives in nearby battlefields. The
pope laid a floral wreath at the cemetery, celebrated Mass at the memorial, and prayed for all
victims of all wars.

— CNS

Mass is perfect time to lift our children up to God

S

eptember is almost gone. As
I reflect on the
summer, I find myself thinking back to
the fall of 2005 and
St. Thérèse.
She is one of my favorite
saints and I have looked to
her often for a sense of peace
in difficult times. We are a
people of signs and we’re
always looking for a sign in
answer to prayers or special
requests or just to know that
God is out there, looking out

Rick Cheek
Rick Cheek is the associate consultant for the office of evangelization
and Catholic formation of youth.

for us. That is just our nature,
I think.
As you know, St. Thérèse
is known for sending a rose
when asked for her intercession. But look at St. Thomas

from John’s Gospel: “Unless
I see the wounds for myself
and put my finger and hand
there, I will not believe.”
There always seems to be a
little doubt.
I remember the first time
I did the five-day prayer to
St. Thérèse. It was a couple
months after my oldest son
Jared’s death back in 2005
from an automobile accident in Mundelein, Ill. Jared
was in his second year of
seminary.
The prayer wasn’t for
anything in particular, just a
prayer to know that he was
OK. I had long forgotten that
I’d made that special prayer

to St. Thérèse, and it was
a Sunday evening a couple
weeks later when I opened
an email from a good friend
of mine and found a red rose
that filled my entire computer
screen.
It wasn’t exactly what I
had been looking for but,
needless to say, it was a rose
and it brought me a deep
sense of peace. Sometimes
God works through others
to bring us peace, just like
he did through a friend in an
email.
Praying for our children,
even in death, is something
that is no different than asking the saints to watch over

them. This is so important,
especially when they’ve left
home to go off to college
or have entered the work
force.
They will face many challenges along the way that will
keep them from living out
their faith. That’s where we
come in.
Prayer is at the heart of
who we are as Catholics,
and the Mass is the source
and summit of who we are.
Praying for them at Mass is
a perfect time to lift them
up. After all, the Mass is
the greatest prayer Jesus
gave us; without it, we have
nothing.

cef centered

A future without Catholic schools is dim prospect indeed

T

he new
school year
has started and many are
dropping their kids
off at our Catholic
schools’ front doors.

Most of our students are
excited about the new year,
while others may have a
tad bit of trepidation. Our
Catholic schools this time
of the year are infused with
Catholic energy. They are a
safe haven for our children to
learn and become better people. Do we take our Catholic
schools for granted?
Have you ever thought
about what our world would
be like today if we did not

Michael morrisey
Michael Morrisey is the executive
director of the Catholic Education
Foundation. You can reach him at
(913) 647-0383 or send an email to
him at: mmorrisey@archkck.org.
have Catholic schools?
It is a sobering thought.
But, for a minute humor me
and just imagine:
• Pope Francis might not
be in the position he is in
today.
• Many of our cardinals
may not be sporting their
scarlet red cassocks.

• Some of our bishops and
archbishops probably would
be living in their hometowns
or a location different than
their current diocese or archdiocese (maybe even playing
baseball for the Cardinals
— different Cardinals than
above).
• Our current pastors and
their fellow priests might be
without collars.
• I believe it is safe to say
that the number of Sisters
would be reduced dramatically.
• Not as many first Communions and confirmations.
• There would not be a
need for all the confessionals
(or maybe we would need
more).
• We would be wondering,
“Where did all the altar boys
and altar girls go?”

• The number of rosaries
sold would be reduced.
• The number of prayers
said would have dwindled.
• There definitely would
be fewer Knights of Columbus fish fries.
I could go on and on. I just
can’t handle these thoughts.
Some say that, in addition to
the family, Catholic schools
are the cornerstone of the
Catholic Church.
While your imaginations
are out of control, think about
the sustainability of our CEF
schools.
Our schools need students.
Many of our CEF families
currently living in poverty
are struggling to put food on
the table. There is no way
they can afford all the tuition
to attend our schools. Providing scholarships for children

in need (1,345 this past year,
to be exact) not only helps
these kids eradicate the cycle
of poverty they are currently
experiencing, but also assists
in helping to sustain our CEF
schools.
If we don’t have students,
we don’t have schools. Brilliant, you might say. And I
would agree.
So, as the school year
moves forward, please understand that your support
of CEF helps us sustain our
schools.
Further, I would suggest to
you that the sustainability of
our schools helps strengthen
the Catholic Church.
And lastly, our Catholic
schools help make the world
a better place to live. It is imperative that we not take our
Catholic schools for granted!
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50 years in the making

Eudora parish breaks ground on new church
By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

E

UDORA — Fifty years is
a long time to work with
something meant to be
temporary.
But that’s how long
Holy Family Parish in
Eudora has made the most of its “temporary church” in the basement of the
school that was built in 1963.
From the outside, those unfamiliar with the parish never notice the
church inside, said Molly Pratt, a lifelong parishioner and director of youth
ministries.
“Once you come inside and are a
part of Holy Family, it’s just this amazing parish family that is so alive for
Christ,” she said.
She’s looking forward to the day
about a year from now when the outside of the building will reflect that
spirit inside.
Holy Family broke ground Sept. 14
on a brand-new church building that is
expected to open in early fall 2015.
The project will give the parish
more worship space — seating 540 —
plus make room for much-needed additional classroom space that will give
each class room to worship and play.
The current church building will become a handicap-accessible parish hall
with far greater seating capacity.

Deep history, long wait
The parish, founded in 1859, celebrated the completion of its original
church building in 1864 at Ninth and
Church Street.
That building is still used as an adoration chapel and for special occasions.
The current church at 820 Birch St.
— with the parish hall upstairs in the
old school — has served the parish’s
needs, but people have longed for decades for a new space.
“The parish began ‘dreaming’ about
the church 15-20 years ago with the
idea of building a church to replace the
‘temporary church’ we have been using
for 50 years,” said Father Patric Riley,
pastor of Holy Family Parish.
And finally, a few years ago, an
all-parish meeting set the course.

Many hands
“The most exciting point for me was
our parish committees recommending
that we move forward and submit our
project and funding to the archdiocese,” said Father Riley. “It was important to me that I followed their wishes.”
“The second most exciting moment,”
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From left, Doug Pickert, chairperson of the building committee, Father Pat Riley, pastor of Holy Family Parish, Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann and Adam
Hermanson of Integration Design Group pray with parishioners after breaking ground on Holy Family’s new church.
he continued, “was when the archdiocese said YES!”
The $3.6 million facility will be paid
for in a few ways.
The parish received capital campaign pledges of $1.3 million and a gift
of money and land from George Schehrer. A loan from the archdiocese will
cover the remaining amount.
Integration Design Group and PiperWind Architects, Inc., worked on the design.
Excel Construction Company is the
general contractor.
“Our church buildings not only provide a place for worship, they should
fully participate in the liturgy itself.
And the dual ends of any liturgical celebration are the glorification of God
and the sanctification of his people,”
said Adam Hermanson, principal and
owner of Integration Design Group.
“Our great hope is that the new church
building at Holy Family will serve to
build up the ‘living stones’ in Eudora
for many generations to come.”
As a Catholic — a member of St. Agnes Parish in Roeland Park — Ken Low
of Piper-Wind Architects felt his faith
provided an understanding of what is
needed and why in the design process.
“The parishioners of Holy Family
have made great sacrifices to provide
for the construction of this wonderful
new facility, and I feel truly blessed to
be a part of this project and play a role
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in helping them fulfill their dream,”
said Low.

Breaking ground
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann celebrated a Mass — marking the feast of
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross — on
Sept. 14.
The groundbreaking ceremony followed to the east of the current building.
“You did not have to say yes,” said
Doug Pickert, building committee
chairman, to Father Riley.
Emotion filled Pickert’s voice as he
noted all the time Father Riley devoted
to this, all the while celebrating Masses
and funerals, officiating at weddings,
participating in religious education,
praying for the sick, and more.
“You listened to us and loved your
family. May God richly bless you,” said
Pickert. “This parish family is forever
grateful.”
Pickert, a landscape architect who
led a number of committees, was excited to “turn some dirt” on this new
chapter for his beloved parish.
“I love that, like our name implies,
there is very much a family feeling at
our parish,” said Pickert. “People know
each other, they reach out to each other, they help each other.”
Population projections indicate ar-

eas around the K-10 corridor will grow
in the coming years, and this provides
room for that, he said.
Pratt noted the hours — those both
seen and unseen — that Pickert and Father Riley poured into this.
As a lifelong parishioner, “I feel really blessed because I know that a lot
of people have worked really hard and
dreamed and sacrificed for decades
and they didn’t get to see this,” said
Pratt.

More than a building
Archbishop Naumann prayed for
the safety of those involved in the construction of this church, which isn’t
merely a building.
“It is a place that will house the very
presence of the living God,” he said.
“And so it’s a sacred task.”
Archbishop Naumann, Father Riley, Hermanson, Pickert and Michael
Blackledge of Piper-Wind Architects
broke ground where the altar of the
new church will stand.
Members of the parish then filed
around it, standing in the shape of the
building that will be their new church.
“It is just amazing that a small parish
of 337 families could join together to
accomplish all this,” said Father Riley.
“We’re getting this new home for
our family to be in together,” said Pratt.

